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• 398 FTEs 

• $110.4 Budget

− Emerging developments in transportation industry

• 15th consecutive year of “clean” financial 

audit opinion 

Vital statistics



• 70 Board adopted products

− Accident reports

− Accident briefs

− Safety Studies

− Special Investigation Reports 

− Safety Alerts

− Recommendation letters

• Over 1,200 accident briefs approved under delegated authority (all modes)

• 185 Safety Recommendations issued

• 118 Safety Recommendations closed acceptably

Agency wide: 2017



• 1298 domestic accidents 

investigated 

• Accredited Representative to 

164 foreign accident 

investigations 

Office of 

Aviation Safety - 2017



Office of 

Research & Engineering - 2017

449 recorder readouts 

FDR

CVR

iPad



UAS Support for Investigations 



International Outreach



Value of the Party System 

• Parties provide 
technical expertise

• Parties provide 
checks and balances 
to the process of 
accident investigation

• Transparency

• Immediate corrective 
actions
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Two critical elements of accident 

investigations 

Independence

• the investigation is 

independent of outside 

influences

Transparency

• allowing the public to see 

inside the investigative 

processes so a reasonable 

person can draw the same 

conclusions as you did
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Independence 

“The most important single aspect of the National 
Transportation Safety Board must be its total 
independence from those governmental agencies it 
oversees in regard to their transportation regulatory 
functions. If the Board is under pressure from any 
administration to pull its punches or to tone down it’s 
reports or to gloss over Government errors in 
transportation safety, then its watchdog function has 
been fatally compromised.” 



Two critical elements of accident 

investigations 

Independence

• the investigation is 

independent of outside 

influences

Transparency

• allowing the public to see 

inside the investigative 

processes so a reasonable 

person can draw the same 

conclusions as you did



Transparency



What Makes NTSB?

• Our Mission

• And…









Our People 















2017 FEVS

290 responses

99% POSITIVE 






